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BUDGET AND ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATION
SR 21-22-15 BAPC
The Budget and Academic Policy Committee (BAPC) recommends that changes made to the Academic
Forgiveness policy by the Associate Deans be ACCEPTED.

RATIONALE:
Dr. Sherri Smith and the Associate Dean's council put forth the proposed changes to the Academic
Forgiveness policy to the BAPC during the April 16, 2021 BAPC meeting. Dr. Smith explained that
this policy exists to offer students the ability to begin an avenue of study without penalty from previous
attempts at college-level courses after a sufficient timespan for growth and reflection on their goals.
The current policy allows forgiveness of D and F grades on the condition that "The student must not
have been enrolled on a full-time or part-time basis for more than 12 credit hours at any higher
education institution for a period of five consecutive calendar years prior to the request for academic
forgiveness (Academic Forgiveness policy)."
After needing to revisit this policy and make exceptions based on individual student circumstance, the
council moved to make necessary changes. The most significant of these changes is the time frame in
which the D and F forgiveness rules apply. The newly proposed changes state, "Students may qualify
for academic forgiveness in two ways." The first is an absolute gap of three consecutive calendar years
and the second is a modified gap for five consecutive years with up to 15 credit hours earned or
attempted. Please see the appendices to this recommendation for the original policy (Appendix A) and
proposed policy (Appendix B) for your review.
During the April BAPC meeting, there was a motion to approve the changes of the Academic
Forgiveness policy by James Denvir, the motion was seconded by Conrae Lucas-Adkins, and it passed
uncontested by the rest of the BAPC committee. It is the position of BAPC that the proposed changes
benefit past and potential students at Marshall University, while still upholding our institution's high
expectations for satisfactory academic performance.
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Appendix A: Current Academic Forgiveness Policy
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Academic Forgiveness
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The academic forgiveness policy allows forgiveness ofD and F grades for purposes of calculating the
Grade Point Average (GPA) required for graduation. This policy is designed to help students who left
college with low grades. It will be implemented, provided certain conditions are satisfied, where the D
and F repeat rule is not applicable:
The student must not have been enrolled on a full-time or part-time basis for more than 12
credit hours at any higher education institution for a period of five consecutive calendar years
prior to the request for academic forgiveness.;
only D and F grades received prior to the five-year, non-enrollment period can be disregarded
for GP A calculation;
in order to receive a degree or certificate, the student must complete at least 24 additional credit
hours through actual coursework from Marshall University after the non-enrollment period,
earn at least a 2.0 GPA on all work attempted after the non-enrollment period and satisfy all
degree or certificate requirements.
Grades disregarded for GPA computation remain on the student's permanent record. This policy
applies only to the calculation of the GPA required for graduation and does not apply to GPA
calculation for special academic recognition (such as graduating with honors) or to requirements for
professional certification which may be within the province of Ii censure boards, external agencies, or
the West Virginia Board of Education.
A student may apply for academic forgiveness by submitting to his/her college dean an application for
"Academic Forgiveness," available in the college office. The dean can accept, modify, or reject the
application and will provide a justification. Students who do not normally qualify for readmission
because ofa low GPA will, if their request for forgiveness is approved, be readmitted and placed on
academic probation. The decision of forgiveness must be made again whenever the student changes
programs, departments, colleges, or institutions. (Amended and approved at December 9, 1986, APSC
meeting.)
Students should be aware that this policy is not necessarily recognized by other institutions of higher
education outside the state of West Virginia.
Exception: The Board of Regents Bachelor of Arts Program is governed by a different forgiveness
policy. (See section on Board of Regents degree.)
Appendix B: Proposed Academic Forgiveness Policy (items in blue are new or modified)

Page3of5

BUDGET AND ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATION
[ Deleted: XX-XX-XX

SR ,21-22-15 BAPC
Academic Forgiveness - Proposed Revision
Where the D and F repeat rule is not applicable, the academic forgiveness policy allows forgiveness of
D and F grades for purposes of calculating the Grade Point Average (GPA) required for graduation at
Marshall University. This policy is designed to help students who left college with low grades and who
now desire to return to college after a significant gap in enrollment.
Eligibility
Students may qualify for academic forgiveness in two ways:
the student must have an absolute gap in enrollment for three consecutive calendar years,
during which time zero credit hours are earned or attempted at any institution of higher
education; or,
the student must have a modified gap in enrollment for five consecutive calendar years. during
which time up to 15 total credits may be earned or attempted at any institution of higher
education, including Marshall University The maximum of 15 total credits may be earned in
one full-time semester or across one or more part-time semesters Total credits earned within
the five consecutive calendar years may not exceed 15 credits.
absolute or modified gap in enrollment may occur any time prior to the application for forgiveness.
Forgiveness is applied only to D and F grades earned prior to the gap in enrollment.
Application
Students seeking academic forgiveness must apply no later than the semester in which the student
graduates with a baccalaureate from Marshall University. The last day to submit the application is the
last class day of the term in which the student graduates Forgiveness cannot be granted after the degree
is conferred.
Students will find the application for "Academic Forgiveness" at www.marshall.edu/advising or
www.marshall.edu/registrar and should submit the completed application to the Director of
Undergraduate Advising at advising@marshall.edu The Director of Undergraduate Academic
Advising can accept, modify, or reject the application and will provide a justification.

Implementation
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Once approved, academic forgiveness is portable across all academic programs within Marshall
University except for the programs listed below.
Nursing
Dietetics
Please note that the Regents Bachelor of Arts Program has a separate academic forgiveness policy.
(See section on Board of Regents degree.)
Grades disregarded for GPA computation remain on the student's permanent record. This policy
applies only to the calculation of the GPA required for graduation and does not apply to GPA
calculation for special academic recognition (such as graduating with honors) or to requirements for
professional certification which may be within the province oflicensure boards, external agencies, or
the West Virginia Board of Education.
In order to receive a degree or certificate, the student must complete at least 24 additional credit hours
through actual coursework from Marshall University after enrollment gap, earn at least a 2.0 GPA on
all work attempted after the enrollment gap, and satisfy all degree or certificate requirements.
Students should be aware that this policy is not necessarily recognized by other institutions of higher
education outside the state of West Virginia.
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